
Proposed DHS Fence Q&A
Size and design of fence?

Proposed - 6ft ornamental iron fence along a concrete base with ornamental finials and stone columns; land-
scaping bushes would be added as well. Security stations would be at the street access points during the day 
so only those with authorized business would be allowed on campus.

Why does the school need a fence?
The ornamental fence is part of the recommendations from the 2014 safety audit (conducted every three years) 
to enhance the safety and security of our students, staff and assets. The DHS ornamental fence was one of the 
larger single cost items that we waited to do once funding was available. The recommendation is based on the 
size of the campus as a whole (almost 1/2 mile from corner to corner of the property line, not including agri-
cultural facility) and the desire to maintain the educational integrity by limiting access to the grounds since so 
many students travel across campus outside to access other educational and extra-curricular settings - fields, 
courts, MPC, faster to band hall from Freshman wing to walk across parking lot. Unfortunately, we know 
other students/individuals can gain access our campus if they get to the building - follow another individual 
in, students/staff open a door, etc. If we only grant ground access to authorized people, that issue goes away. A 
fence can mitigate access, but of course can not 100% eliminate it.

What else did the audit recommend? 
Part 1 - Key Campus Recommendations:

District / Campus Emergency Operations Plan - The campus has an Emergency Operations Plan or 
Crisis Plan, but not all suggested components are in the plan. It is recommended that all suggested com-
ponents be reviewed and considered for addition to the plan. District EO Team completed training last 
month; updated plan is in development.
Anti-Intruder Alarm - There is not a central reporting anti-intruder alarm (panic button/s) at the campus. 
It is recommended that consideration be given to the installation of an anti-intruder alarm (panic button/s) 
for the campus. 
Relationship with First Responders - Campus administrators have not worked with local first responder 
agencies to develop their Emergency Operations Plan. It is recommended the district/campus work with 
local first responder agencies when creating or updating their Emergency Operations Plan. 
Floor and Site Plans - Floor and site plans for the campus have not been updated with the recommended 
information, and copies have not been supplied to local first responder agencies. It is recommended that 
floor and site plans for the campus are updated with the recommended information and copies are supplied 
to local first responder agencies.
Preparedness Drills - Not all of the recommended emergency drills are being practiced at the campus. It 
is suggested that the recommended drills be considered for use. 
Staff Training - Staff has not been trained in both the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and 
the Incident Command System (ICS). It is recommended key staff be trained in both the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) and the Incident Command System (ICS). 
Staff Training - Not all administrators, teachers, and other staff members receive annual training in con-
flict resolution, and problem solving-skills. It is recommended all administrators, teachers, and other staff 
members receive annual training in conflict resolution, and problem solving-skills. 
Student Training - Students do not receive training specifically on bullying prevention and cyber bully-
ing. It is recommended students receive training specifically on bullying prevention and cyber bullying. 

Part 2 - Key Campus Recommendations:
Classroom Door Security - Most classrooms do not have the ability to be locked from the inside. It is rec-
ommended classroom doors have the ability to be locked from the inside with hardware meeting fire code. 
Classroom Door Security w/Class in Session - Most occupied classroom doors were found to be un-
locked while classes were in session. It is suggested that consideration be given for implementing the 
practice of keeping classroom doors lock while classes are session.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What have been the DHS response to recommendations?
• Security cameras have been updated and provides maximum coverage of the grounds; they are  

regularly utilized and serviced if malfunction occurs. 
• Staff members are now required to obtain parking decals as a form of identification to authorize  

parking on school property.
• Teachers are currently locking all classroom doors throughout the instructional day; therefore,  

administrators or other authorized personnel must have appropriate keys for entry.  
• Visitor’s appointments are verified with the individuals that are being visited; the administrative  

assistants ensures that the process is consistently followed. 
• Visitors are expected to show identification and a daily badge is given; individuals that do not have identi-

fication are greeted and returned to the appropriate location. 
• Visitors are instructed to wear badges on outerwear of garments near the chest area.
• There is a proposal for fencing to be erected around the DeSoto High School perimeter; the project is in 

the beginning stages of completion.  In addition, there will be personnel to secure those areas with a secu-
rity guard station.

What impact will the ornamental fence have on area home values/citizens property value?
• As requested, JAL contacted the Dallas Central Appraisal District (DCAD) and spoke to Cheryl Jordan 

(Public Relations Officer – 214-631-0520) regarding the possible effects the installation of new ornamen-
tal fence at the DeSoto High School would have on property values.  

• In regards to the value of adjoining properties and whether there would be a positive or negative impact, 
the DCAD indicated that they could not predict what future impact the fence would have on adjoining 
property values in the area. DCAD indicated that they typically rely of comparable home / property sales 
cost in the general / adjoining area(s) to determine appraised tax values and adjusts the values of property 
accordingly based on that information.

•  JAL asked the DCAD representative if contracting with a third party property appraiser could possibly 
provide the DeSoto ISD with the requested property value information. DCAD indicated the DeSoto ISD 
could contract with a third / independent party property appraiser to try determine possible property val-
ues; however any estimates on possible positive or negative property values to adjoining properties would 
be speculative. 

• The DCAD representative also indicated that the installation of such a fence would have no impact on the 
value of the DeSoto ISD High School property value since it is a public funded institution. In addition the 
DCAD indicated that fences typically are not considered by DCAD when evaluating property values. 

Articles with content regarding psychological concerns and school fences in general? 

• http://www.safeandsoundschools.org/blog/psychological-safety-moving-beyond-the-basics-to-make-our-
schools-safer/ 

• http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/despite-increased-security-school-shootings-continue/ 

• http://www.wssca.org/pdf/School%20Fencing-%20Benefits%20and%20Disadvantages.pdf 

• https://webspm.com/Articles/2014/10/01/Security-Fencing.aspx
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School Fencing: Benefits and Disadvantages
November 2013 
Hanover Research Report

http://www.wssca.org/pdf/School%20Fencing-%20Benefits%20and%20Disadvantages.pdf

https://webspm.com/Articles/2014/10/01/Security-Fencing.aspx

KEY FINDINGS
1. Properly selected fencing presents several safety advantages. In particular,appropriate fencing supports the 
security - enhancing principles of the Crime Prevention through Environmental Design framework by:
o Designating the school grounds as a well-defined, carefully maintained space that deserves respect
o Enabling surveillance by school staff and law enforcement
o Limiting access to areas that are not highly visible
o Restricting entry and exit points to a few easily monitored areas

2. Poorly chosen fencing may reduce or negate any intended security benefits.
Inappropriate fences may pose threats to safety in several ways:
o Limiting surveillance of school grounds
o Attracting graffiti and other vandalism that diminishes the respect accorded to school property
o Restricting access so much that students must take more hazardous routes to and from school

3. Fencing needs should be determined on a school-by-school basis, as all sites have different security needs. 
School security teams can help to evaluate weaknesses in existing perimeter and playground fencing and deter-
mine the need for additional fencing.   

4. Fencing material should not be easy to vandalize, cut, or climb; ornamental fences, such as wrought iron, 
are considered to be the best in these cases. High quality ornamental fences are also low-maintenance, which 
saves money over the years. While chain-link is often the most economical option, it is easy to climb and vandal-
ize.  

5. Perimeter fencing should include at least two points of entry, in case one is blocked during a crisis. Ad-
ditional access points should be considered if students would be potentially in harm’s way circumnavigating an 
uninterrupted fence line. Access points should be wide enough for grounds maintenance and emergency vehicles.

6. Playground fencing promotes student safety and helps to define separate spaces for different age groups. 
School staff can easily monitor playing children and children cannot inadvertently leave the playground. Play-
ground fencing should be non-toxic and have access points that are wide enough for an emergency vehicle.

7. Fencing should try to create a balance between aesthetics and security, as allowed by the budget. The 
aesthetics of fencing has been a point of contention in several communities where schools proposed or adopted 
fences. Plantings, so long as they do not obstruct the ability to monitor school grounds, can create a more pleasant 
fence line. 





Proposed DeSoto High School Fence Design



DFW Schools with Fences (examples)

Hockaday Prep School - 5’

John Paul II High School - 6’

Duncanville High School - 6’

Bush MS (CFBISD) - 5’


